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First Amendment should be deeply
troubled that this man was essentially
driven from his job because of his per-
sonal beliefs. I want to stress his per-
sonal beliefs, not his company’s, but
his own.

Nowhere have I read that Mr. Eich
ever discriminated against coworkers.
In fact, by all accounts, he is a fair and
honorable employer. Yet, because of
his private beliefs about traditional
marriage, which I share, he has been
demonized and his livelihood has been
compromised.

As troubling as this particular inci-
dent is, the chilling effect it will have
on the broader issues of free speech
cannot be overstated.

I find it notable that Andrew Sul-
livan, a leading activist in the gay
community, has come to Mr. Eich’s de-
fense. Mr. Sullivan has been widely
quoted as writing:

The whole episode disgusts me, as it should
anyone interested in a tolerant and diverse
society. If this is the gay rights movement
today, hounding our opponents with a fanati-
cism more like the religious right than any-
one else, then count me out.

Yes, public opinion on gay marriage
has shifted since 2008, when both then-
Presidential candidates Barack Obama
and JOHN MCCAIN supported defining
marriage as a union of one man and
one woman. But America has never
been defined by mob rule.

Even if just 1 percent of the country
supported defining marriage as be-
tween a man and a woman, which is
hardly the case, that 1 percent still has
a right to hold that view, particularly
when it is a view based, in many cases,
on one’s most deeply held faith convic-
tions.

I understand that reasonable people
can disagree on issues. In fact, robust
debate in the public square is itself an
American hallmark. What happened
last week was not debate. It was sti-
fling of the debate. It was the silencing
of dissent. It was compromising of our
Nation’s most cherished principles:
freedom of speech and freedom of reli-
gion.

The implications are vast and deeply
troubling. We should all be concerned.
I know I am.

—
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until 2
p.m. today.

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 9 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess.

——
O 1400
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Ms. FOXX) at 2 p.m.

——
PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer:
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Dear Lord, we give You thanks for
giving us another day.

At the beginning of a new workweek,
we use this moment to be reminded of
Your presence, and to tap the resources
needed by the Members of this people’s
House to do their work as well as it can
be done.

We ask that You send Your spirit
upon them, giving them the gifts of pa-
tience and diligence. With all the pres-
sures for action that cry out each day,
and with all the concern and worry
that accompanies any responsibility,
we pray that they might know Your
peace, which surpasses all human un-
derstanding.

May Your voice speak to them in the
depths of their hearts, illuminating
their minds and spirts, thus enabling
them to view the tasks of this day with
confidence and hope. All this day, and
through the week, may they do their
best to find solutions to the pressing
issues facing our Nation.

May all that is done this day be for
Your greater honor and glory.

Amen.

——
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House her approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

——
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from South Carolina (Mr.
WILSON) come forward and lead the
House in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina led
the Pledge of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

A message in writing from the Presi-
dent of the United States was commu-
nicated to the House by Mr. Brian
Pate, one of his secretaries.

———
OBAMACARE IS HURTING SOUTH
CAROLINA
(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina

asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina.
Madam Speaker, when Mary West pur-
chased insurance through the govern-
ment health care Web site, she didn’t
expect to lose access to her doctor.

Ms. West struggles with diabetes and
high blood pressure. Because of these
health concerns, she has developed a
relationship with the doctors she trust-
ed at Spartanburg Regional Healthcare
System.

She was devastated when she realized
that her policy was not accepted by her
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local hospital. Trying to obtain an al-
ternative policy that would be taken at
Spartanburg Regional has been even
more difficult due to the lack of com-
munication between the provider and
the hospital.

This story, highlighted over the
weekend in the Spartanburg Herald
Journal, reveals the nightmares South
Carolinians and millions of Americans
are experiencing as a direct result of
ObamaCare’s failures.

This unworkable law is tragically
flawed. It is not fair that the Presi-
dent’s broken promises have created
barriers when making a trip to the doc-
tor.

ObamaCare will continue to hammer
down on our families if it is not re-
pealed and replaced with a common-
sense solution that maintains the doc-
tor-patient relationship, instead of Big
Government’s dictates destroying jobs.

In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and we will never forget September the
11th in the global war on terrorism.

———

THE FEDERAL UNEMPLOYMENT
INSURANCE PROGRAM

(Mr. LEVIN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. LEVIN. Madam Speaker, today
marks the 100th day that unemployed
Americans have been cut off the Fed-
eral unemployment insurance program.

Let me give voice to how they have
spent the last 100 days. A woman from
Pennsylvania wrote:

It’s scary, Mr. Levin, not knowing what
will happen from day to day. My landlord
has tried to be as patient as he could, and
now, he had no choice but to serve me an
eviction notice. It is scary to think that my
America is this cruel.

Carol from New York:

I have been in the medical field for over 25
years and unable to find work. I can’t pay
my rent, electric bill, phone bill, no money
for gas, no money for food. I can’t even print
out my resume for a job because I can’t af-
ford to buy ink for my printer.

This is the first time in my life I had to go
to a food pantry. I was ashamed. Never in a
million years would I imagine this is where
I would be. I am not looking for a handout.
I just need a little help to get back on my
feet until I find a job.

Tonight, the Senate will pass a bipar-
tisan UI extension. This House must
not ignore these stories. We must act.

—————
ABILITYONE PROGRAM

(Mrs. BROOKS of Indiana asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mrs. BROOKS of Indiana. Madam
Speaker, today, I rise to recognize the
outstanding work of the AbilityOne
Program and Bosma Enterprises in my
district, in Indiana.

AbilityOne is an outstanding pro-
gram committed to providing employ-
ment opportunities for people suffering
from vision loss. Since 1915, Indiana’s
very own Bosma Enterprises has been a
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